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MINUTES: Regular Meeting – March 26, 2018 

 

MINE HILL TOWNSHIP BOARD OF EDUCATION 

MINUTES 

REGULAR MEETING 

March 26, 2018 

 

 

1. Call to Order 
 

2. Statement of Compliance 

 

In Compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act, Public Law 1975, Chapter 231, adequate 

notice of date, time and location for this meeting has been properly advertised in the Daily 

Record and the Randolph Reporter on January 11, 2018 and copies of the agenda have been 

posted on the district website and emailed to the Clerk of the Township of Mine Hill. 

 

3. Flag Salute 

 

4. Roll Call 

 

Katie Bartnick Yes Bridget Mauro Yes 

Karen Bruseo Yes Dina Mikulka Arrived at 6:40 p.m. 

Peter Bruseo Yes Brianna O’Brien Yes 

Jill Del Rio Absent   

 

 

5. Executive Session 

 

On the motion of Bridget Mauro seconded by Karen Bruseo at 6:38 p.m., the board approves the 

following resolution: 

 

WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A.10:4-11, permits the Board of Education to 

meeting in closed session to discuss certain matters, now, therefore be it 

 

RESOLVED, the Board of Education adjourns to closed session to discuss: (select on or more) 
1) A matter rendered confidential by federal or state law 

2) A matter in which release of information would impair the right to receive government funds 

3) Material the disclosure of which constitutes and unwarranted invasion of individual privacy 

4) A collective bargaining agreement and/or negotiations related to it 

5) A matter involving the purchase, lease, or acquisition of real property with public funds 

6) Protection of public safety and property and/or investigations of possible violations or violations of law 

7) Pending or anticipated litigation or contract negotiation and/or matters of attorney-client privilege 

8) Specific prospective or current employees unless all who could be adversely affected request an open session 

9) Deliberation after a public hearing that could result in a civil penalty or other loss; 

 

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the minutes of this closed session be made public when 

the need for confidentiality no longer exits. 

 

 

Note: This closed session will include items in category(s) 7.  It may be adjourned while business is 

conducted in public then reconvened after public business has been completed. 
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6. Return to Regular Session 
 

On the motion of Bridget Mauro seconded by Karen Bruseo at 7:03 p.m. the board returns to the 

regular session meeting. 

 
Roll Call 

Vote 

Katie 

Bartnick 

Karen 

Bruseo 

Peter 

Bruseo 

Jill  

Del Rio 

Bridget 

Mauro 

Dina 

Mikulka 

Brianna 

O’Brien 

6-0 Yes Yes Yes Absent Yes Yes Yes 

 

7. Approval of Minutes 
 

a. RESOLVED, that the Board of Education approves the executive session minutes of the 

meeting held on March 5, 2018. 

 

b. RESOLVED, that the Board of Education approves the regular session minutes of the 

meeting held on March 5, 2018.  

 

Motion of: Bridget Mauro    Seconded by: Karen Bruseo  
 

Roll Call 

Vote 

Katie 

Bartnick 

Karen 

Bruseo 

Peter 

Bruseo 

Jill  

Del Rio 

Bridget 

Mauro 

Dina 

Mikulka 

Brianna 

O’Brien 

6-0 Yes Yes Yes Absent Yes Yes Yes 

 

8. Correspondence 
 

9. Superintendent’s Report  

 Snow Days 

 Cabin Fever 3/23/2018 

 Letters to the Commissioner of Education for amendment of shared services agreement 

with Dover Board of Education 

 Request to Dover to write a joint letter to the Commissioner of Education in order to 

delay the implementation of the amendment of the shared services agreement to the 

2019-2018 school year due to the fact that the request for the amendment has not been 

approved by the Commissioner of Education 

 

10. Presentations / Reports 

 Preliminary Budget Presentation School Year 2018-2019 

 

11. Business Administrator’s Report 

 Roxbury Lottery – No seats available, no letters of interest for waitlist  

 EMC update- picture of the  layout was presented along with estimated timeline of 

project 

 Waste audit- Kids green team will be conducting a waste audit on 4/19/2018 

 

12. Public Discussion 

 Ms. Gulley: Beauty and the Beast Playbill 

 Ms. Pyrzynski: Kids green team attended the wellness fair in Randolph.  Reason for the 

MHEF was to provide assistance to the school, however; this year the MHEF has not 

provided the financial assistant as in past years.  What type of financial assistance will the 

school district receive from the MHEF moving forward in order to assist with the need to 

have to increase the budget due to programs no longer being funded by the MHEF.  

 Mr. Morris: Library upgrade financial status.  Tax levy and tax base impact information.  
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13. FINANCE Karen Bruseo, Jill Del Rio, Bridget Mauro 

 

a. RESOLVED, that the Board of Education accepts the recommendation of the Business 

Administrator and approves the February 2018 payrolls in the amount of $168,284.11 

(including gross payroll amounts, district share of DCRP pension benefits, the state and 

district’s share of FICA), plus the payment of bills (including state health and dental 

benefits) from the General Operating Account in the amount of $596,678.95. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board of Education approves the payment of 

bills from other funds as delineated below: 

 Unemployment Trust Fund (SUI Account)  $0.00 

 Student Activity Fund (Canfield School Account) $481.44 

 

b. RESOLVED, that the Board of Education accepts the recommendation of the Business 

Administrator and approves appropriation transfers for the month of February 2018, 

which is attached and made part of this resolution by reference. 

 

c. WHEREAS, in compliance with N.J.A.C. 6A:23-2.11©3, the secretary has certified that, 

as of the date of the report, no budgetary line item account has encumbrances and 

expenditures, which in total exceed the line item appropriation in violation of N.J.A.C. 

6A:23-2.11(a), and that the financial reports for the month of February 2018 are in 

agreement; 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Board of Education accepts the Board 

Secretary and Treasurer Reports above referenced reports and certifications subject to 

reconciliation of the secretary’s report with the statements of cash position and 

reconciliation report when received, and orders that it be attached to and made part of the 

record of this meeting; and be it  

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, in compliance with N.J.A.C. 6A:23-2.11(c)4, the board 

of Education certifies that, after review of the board secretary’s and statements of cash 

position and reconciliation  monthly financial reports (appropriation section) and upon 

consultation with the appropriate district officials, to the best of its knowledge, no major 

account or fund has been over-expended in violation of N.J.A.C. 6A:23-2.11(b), and that 

sufficient funds are available to meet the district’s financial obligations for the remainder 

of the year. 

 

d. Preliminary Budget Resolutions 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the tentative budget be approved for the 2018-2019 school year 

using the 2018-2019 state aid figures and the Secretary to the Board of Education be 

authorized to submit the following tentative budget to the Executive County 

Superintendent of Schools for approval in accordance with the statutory deadline: 
 

 GENERAL 

FUND 

SPECIAL 

REVENUES 

DEBT 

SERVICE 

 

TOTAL 
2018-2019 TOTAL 

EXPENDITURES 

$10,906,939 $213,756 $198,072 $11,318,767 

LESS: ANTICIPATED 

REVENUES 

$3,901,409 $213,756 $0 $4,115,165 

TAXES TO BE RAISED $7,005,530 $0 $198,072 $7,203,602 
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AND to advertise said tentative budget in the Daily Record in accordance with the form 

suggested by the State Department of Education and according to law; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a public hearing be held in the Educational Media 

Center at Canfield Avenue School, 42 Canfield Avenue, Mine Hill, New Jersey 07803 on 

April 30, 2018 @ 7:00 p.m. for the purpose of conducting a public hearing on the budget 

for 2018-2019 School Year. 

AND WHEREAS, the Board of Education recognizes school staff and Board members 

will incur travel expenses related to and within the scope of their responsibilities and for 

travel that promotes the delivery of instruction or furthers the efficient operation of the 

school district; and  

WHEREAS, N.J.A.C 6A:23B-1.1 et seq. requires Board members to receive approval of 

these expenses by a majority of the full voting membership of the Board and staff 

members to receive prior approval of these expenses by the Superintendent of Schools 

and a majority of the full voting membership of the Board; and  

WHEREAS, a Board of Education may establish, for regular district business travel only, 

an annual school year threshold of $150 per staff member where prior Board approval 

shall not be required unless this annual threshold for a staff member is exceeded in a 

given school year (July 1 through June 30); and 

WHEREAS, travel and related expenses not in compliance with N.J.A.C. 6A:23B-1.1 et 

seq., but deemed by the Board of Education to be necessary and unavoidable as noted on 

the approved Board of Education Out of District Travel and Reimbursement Form:  

AND BE IT FURTHER, the Board of Education approves travel and related expense 

reimbursements in accordance with N.J.A.C 6A:23B-1.2(b), to a maximum expenditure 

of $15,700 for all staff and board members. 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.A.C. 6A:23a:5.2 (a) mandates boards to establish annually prior to 

budget preparation, for public relations and each type of professional service a maximum 

level of spending for the ensuing school year; and  

 

WHEREAS, the tentative budget includes the following appropriations: 
 

Architecture/Engineering $5,000 

Legal $20,000 

Audit $21,020 

Physician $4,000 

TOTAL $50,020 

 

WHEREAS, the Administration needs to notice the board if there arises a need to exceed 

said maximums.  Upon which the board may adopt a dollar increase in the maximum 

amount through formal board action; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Board and Administration wishes to minimize the amount of paperwork 

involved in this area; 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mine Hill Township Board of Education, in the County of 

Morris, New Jersey establishes maximums for professional services in the areas listed 

above at a level of 120% of the amounts listed for the 2018-2019 school year. 
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RESOLVED, to approve the tuition rates for the 2018-2019 school year as follows: 

Preschool/K $13,158 

Grades 1-5 $15,681 

Grades 6-8 $17,098 

Special Ed MD $95,050 

 

e. RESOLVED, that the Board of Education accepts the recommendation of the Business 

Administrator and approves the 2017-2018 Joint Transportation Agreement between 

the Roxbury Board of Education and the Mine Hill Board of Education, to provide 

transportation for field trips at a rate of $60.00/hour per bus, authorizing the Business 

Administrator to execute the contract. 

 

f. RESOLVED, that the Board of Education accepts the recommendation of the Business 

Administrator and approves the Tuition Contract Agreement with Wharton Board of 

Education for student 8270935305 commencing on February 13, 2018 and continuing 

through June. The February prorated amount of $790.10 and March through June 

$1422.10/month. 

 

g. WHEREAS, the Alliance For Competitive Energy Services (hereinafter referred to as 

“ACES”), an alliance composed of the New Jersey School Boards Association 

(hereinafter referred to as “NJSBA”), the New Jersey Association of School 

Administrators, and the New Jersey Association of School Business Officials, will from 

time to time during the Effective Period as defined below solicit bids from natural gas 

suppliers for retail natural gas supply services including interstate transportation to the 

local natural gas distribution utility company (Natural Gas Supply Services) through an 

energy aggregation program in which NJSBA will act as Lead Agency of the ACES 

Cooperative Pricing System #E8801-ACESCPS in accordance with the “Public School 

Contracts Law”, N.J.S.A. 18A:18A-1 et seq., and  the Electric Discount and Energy 

Competition Act, N.J.S.A. 48:3-49 et seq. (“EDECA”) and the regulations promulgated 

thereunder; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Mine Hill Township Board of Education is a Participating member of 

the ACES Cooperative Pricing System and is eligible thereby to obtain natural gas 

services for its own use through one or more contracts to be awarded to natural gas 

suppliers following said bids for natural gas services pursuant to the aggregation 

program; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Lead Agency will from time to time during the Effective Period (from 

date of adoption through May, 2023, hereinafter referred to as “Effective Period”) issue 

one or more Requests for Bids for natural gas services on behalf of the ACES 

Cooperative Pricing System pursuant to the Public School Contracts Law and EDECA; 

and 

 
WHEREAS, due to significant volatility and the potential for price increases in the 

wholesale natural gas market, Participating Members will preauthorize the Lead Agency 

to award contracts for Natural Gas Supply Service in each service territory to one or more 

natural gas suppliers that submits bids which are reasonably forecasted to provide 

estimated savings to the Participating Member based upon its previous natural gas usage 

and utility provided Basic Gas Supply Service rates; and   
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WHEREAS, the Lead Agency will only award contracts for said Natural Gas Supply 

Services to natural gas suppliers that submit bids with pricing reasonably estimated to be 

lower than the utility-provided basic gas supply service; and 

 

WHEREAS, the District agrees to purchase all Natural Gas Supply Services for its own 

use during the Effective Period through any natural gas supplier(s) awarded a contract, it 

being understood that the term of any one contract shall be subject to the provisions of 

Public School Contracts Law; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Lead Agency will notify the Department of Community Affairs’ 

Division of Local Government Services by mail prior to the issuance a Request for Bids 

for natural gas supply services, with the understanding that if the Division of Local 

Government Services does not respond within 10 business days, it will be deemed to 

have approved the issuance of the Request for Bids or the Request for Rebids. 

NOW, therefore, be it 

 

RESOLVED that the District binds itself to the ACES Cooperative Pricing System 

##E8801-ACESCPS to purchase all natural gas supply services needed for its own use 

during the Effective Period from the natural gas supplier or suppliers awarded a contract 

for natural Gas supply services by the Lead Agency; and, be it  

 

FURTHER RESOLVED that the Lead Agency of the ACES Cooperative Pricing System 

is hereby authorized to execute a master performance agreement that obligates the district 

to purchase natural gas at the terms and conditions stated therein with a third-party 

supplier or suppliers who have been awarded the contract or contracts by the Lead 

Agency on behalf of the participating members of the ACES Cooperative Pricing System 

#E8801-ACESCPS (or any CPS number to be assigned in the future), and provided 

further that all such contracts shall be at prices reasonably forecast and estimated by the 

Lead Agency to provide savings to the districts relative to the price charged for basic gas 

supply service by the natural gas public utility that would otherwise provide such service; 

and, be it  

 

FURTHER RESOLVED that ACES is authorized to continue to bid to obtain natural gas 

services at any time during the Effective Period on behalf of the ACES Cooperative 

Pricing System including, for example, a rebid if energy market conditions do not 

initially lead to a successful bid, on additional dates to be determined by the Lead 

Agency; and  

 

FURTHER RESOLVED, that this Resolution shall take effect immediately upon passage.  

The authorization provided to the NJSBA pursuant to the Local Public Contracts Laws 

(N.J.S.A. 40A:11-11(5)), and the Local Public and Public School Contracts Laws 

Administrative Code (N.J.A.C. 5:34-7.1 et seq.) shall be valid until May, 2023 (the 

Effective Period) at which time the Cooperative Pricing System will be subject to 

renewal.  Any rescission of this resolution shall not affect any Agreements entered into 

prior to such rescission or expiration.   

 

h. WHEREAS, the Alliance For Competitive Energy Services (hereinafter referred to as 

“ACES”), an alliance composed of the New Jersey School Boards Association 

(hereinafter referred to as “NJSBA”), the New Jersey Association of School 

Administrators, and the New Jersey Association of School Business Officials, will from 

time to time during the Effective Period as defined below solicit bids from electric power 
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suppliers for electric generation services through an energy aggregation program in 

which NJSBA will act as Lead Agency of the ACES Cooperative Pricing System 

#E8801-ACESCPS in accordance with the “Public School Contracts Law”, N.J.S.A. 

18A:18A-1 et seq., and  the Electric Discount and Energy Competition Act, N.J.S.A. 

48:3-49 et seq. (“EDECA”) and the regulations promulgated thereunder; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Mine Hill Township Board of Education is a Participating member of 

the ACES Cooperative Pricing System and is eligible thereby to obtain electric 

generation services for its own use through one or more contracts to be awarded to 

electric power suppliers following said bids for electric generation services pursuant to 

the aggregation program; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Lead Agency will from time to time during the Effective Period (from 

date of adoption through May, 2023 hereinafter referred to as “Effective Period”) issue 

one or more Requests for Bids for electric generation services on behalf of the ACES 

Cooperative Pricing System pursuant to the Public School Contracts Law and EDECA; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, due to significant volatility and the potential for price increases in the 

wholesale electric market, Participating Members will preauthorize the Lead Agency to 

award contracts for Electric Generation Service in each service territory to one or more 

electric power suppliers that submit bids which are reasonably forecasted to provide 

estimated savings to the Participating Member based upon its previous electric usage and 

utility provided Basic Generation Service rates; and   

 
WHEREAS, the Lead Agency will only award contracts for said electric generation 

services to electric power suppliers that submit bids with pricing reasonably estimated to 

be lower than the utility-provided basic generation service; and 

WHEREAS, the District agrees to purchase all electric power needed for its own use 

(exclusive of on-site electric generation sources) during the Effective Period through any 

electric power supplier(s) awarded a contract, it being understood that the term of any 

one contract shall be subject to the provisions of Public School Contracts Law; 

 

WHEREAS, the Lead Agency will notify the Department of Community Affairs’ 

Division of Local Government Services by mail prior to the issuance a Request for Bids 

for electric generation services, with the understanding that if the Division of Local 

Government Services does not respond within 10 business days, it will be deemed to 

have approved the issuance of the Request for Bids or the Request for Rebids. 

 

NOW, therefore, be it 

 

RESOLVED that the District binds itself to the ACES Cooperative Pricing System 

##E8801-ACESCPS to purchase all electric power needed for its own use (exclusive of 

on-site electric generation sources) during the Effective Period from the electric power 

supplier or suppliers awarded a contract for electric generation services by the Lead 

Agency; and, be it  

 

FURTHER RESOLVED that the Lead Agency of the ACES Cooperative Pricing System 

is hereby authorized to execute a master performance agreement that obligates the district 

to purchase electricity at the terms and conditions stated therein with a third-party 

supplier or suppliers who have been awarded the contract or contracts by the Lead 
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Agency on behalf of the participating members of the ACES Cooperative Pricing System 

#E8801-ACESCPS (or any CPS number to be assigned in the future), and provided 

further that all such contracts shall be at prices reasonably forecast and estimated by the 

Lead Agency to provide savings to the Districts relative to the price charged for basic 

generation service by the electric public utility that would otherwise provide such service; 

and, be it  

 

FURTHER RESOLVED that ACES is authorized to continue to bid to obtain electric 

generation services at any time during the Effective Period on behalf of the ACES 

Cooperative Pricing System including, for example, a rebid if energy market conditions 

do not initially lead to a successful bid, on additional dates to be determined by the Lead 

Agency; and  

 

FURTHER RESOLVED that this Resolution shall take effect immediately upon passage.  

The authorization provided to the NJSBA pursuant to the Local Public Contracts Laws 

(N.J.S.A. 40A:11-11(5)), and the Local Public and Public School Contracts Laws 

Administrative Code (N.J.A.C. 5:34-7.1 et seq.) shall be valid until May, 2023 (the 

Effective Period) at which time the Cooperative Pricing System will be subject to 

renewal.  Any rescission or expiration of this resolution shall not affect any Agreements 

entered into prior to such rescission or expiration.  

 

Motion of: Bridget Mauro   Seconded by: Katie Bartnick 

 
Roll Call 

Vote 

Katie 

Bartnick 

Karen 

Bruseo 

Peter 

Bruseo 

Jill  

Del Rio 

Bridget 

Mauro 

Dina 

Mikulka 

Brianna 

O’Brien 

6-0 Yes Yes Yes Absent Yes Yes Yes 

 

14. INSTRUCTION & CURRICULUM  Committee of a whole 
 

a. RESOLVED, that the Board of Education accepts the recommendation of the 

Superintendent and approves the Out-of-District tuition for East Mountain School, 

Student ID: 5802441844 commencing on February 20, 2018 and continuing through the 

end of the school year at the prorated contract rate of $29,157.32, as per the Dover Child 

Study Team. 

 

b. RESOLVED, that the Board of Education accepts the recommendation of the 

Superintendent and approves Michelle Lawton to provide behaviorist services for the 

2017-18 school year at a rate of $125.00 per hour, replacing the contract with Social 

Strides for student 3449821640. 

 

c. RESOLVED, that the Board of Education accepts the recommendation of the 

Superintendent and approves the Extended School Year Program, from July 2 through 

July 25, 2018, Monday through Thursday, three (3) hours per day, no transportation. 

 

Motion of: Bridget Mauro   Seconded by: Karen Bruseo 

 
Roll Call 

Vote 

Katie 

Bartnick 

Karen 

Bruseo 

Peter 

Bruseo 

Jill  

Del Rio 

Bridget 

Mauro 

Dina 

Mikulka 

Brianna 

O’Brien 

6-0 Yes Yes Yes Absent Yes Yes Yes 
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15. PERSONNEL   Committee of a whole 

 

a. RESOLVED, that the Board of Education accepts the recommendation of the 

Superintendent and approves a salary adjustment for Ivonne Martinez from a BA  

Step B, with a salary of $53,800.00, to a BA +12, with a salary of $54,350.00 effective 

January 1, 2018. 

 

b. RESOLVED, that the Board of Education accepts the recommendation of the 

Superintendent and approves Danielle Wilson as the substitute Safety Patrol advisor 

for the 2017-18 school year, at a rate of $25.11/hour not to exceed amount as per 

teacher’s contract.  

 

c. RESOLVED, that in accordance with NJSA 18A:17-43.2 to 43.3. the board designates 

Mr. Nittel as the 2
nd

 School Safety Specialist.  

 

Motion of: Bridget Mauro   Seconded by: Karen Bruseo 

 
Roll Call 

Vote 

Katie 

Bartnick 

Karen 

Bruseo 

Peter 

Bruseo 

Jill  

Del Rio 

Bridget 

Mauro 

Dina 

Mikulka 

Brianna 

O’Brien 

6-0 Yes Yes Yes Absent Yes Yes Yes 

 

16. POLICY/OPERATIONS/PUBLIC RELATIONS Committee of a whole 
 

a. RESOLVED, that the Board of Education accepts the recommendation of the 

Superintendent and approves the Travel, Conference and Workshops listed below: 

 
 

Date(s) 

 

Employee 
Conference/Workshop 

Location 

Registration/ 

Lodging/ 

Meals/Misc. 

Travel/ 

Parking/ 

Tolls  

Estimated 

Total Expense 

6/5/18 to 

6/8/18 
Carolina Rodriguez 

NJASBO Conference 

Atlantic City, NJ $769.12 $105.56 $874.68 

 

b. RESOLVED, that the Board of Education approves the following Policies for Second 

Reading: 

 

Policy # Policy Title 

0169.02 Board Member Use of Social Networks (New) 

3437 Military Leave 

4437 Military Leave 

5516.01 Student Tracking Devices (New) 

7425 Lead Testing of Water in Schools (New) 

7440 School District Security 

7441 Electronic Surveillance in School Buildings and on School Grounds 

8507 Breakfast Offer Verses Serve (OVS) 

8630 Bus Driver/Bus Aide Responsibility 

9242 Use of Electronic Signature (New) 

 

Motion of: Bridget Mauro  Seconded by: Katie Bartnick 

 
Roll Call 

Vote 

Katie 

Bartnick 

Karen 

Bruseo 

Peter 

Bruseo 

Jill  

Del Rio 

Bridget 

Mauro 

Dina 

Mikulka 

Brianna 

O’Brien 

a. 5-1 

b. 6-0 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

No 

Yes 
Absent Yes Yes Yes 
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17. BUILDINGS & GROUNDS Katie Bartnick, Peter Bruseo, Bridget Mauro 

 

18. Dover Report   Peter Bruseo 

 

19. MHEF Report  Peter Bruseo, Dina Mikulka 

 

20. Old Business 

 

21. New Business 

 Mine Hill Board of Education Goals 

 List of small projects that the Girl Scouts can provide assistance to the school district.  

 

22. Public Discussion 

 Mr. Whitehead: EMC upgrade timeline. 

 

23. Adjournment 

 

On the motion of Bridget Mauro seconded by Dina Mikulka, the board adjourns the meeting at 

8:38 p.m. 

 
Roll Call 

Vote 

Katie 

Bartnick 

Karen 

Bruseo 

Peter 

Bruseo 

Jill  

Del Rio 

Bridget 

Mauro 

Dina 

Mikulka 

Brianna 

O’Brien 

6-0 Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

C. Rodriguez 
Carolina Rodriguez 

Board Secretary 

 

 


